Effect of retrobulbar anesthesia on ocular tension.
To determine the effect of retrobulbar lidocaine, with or without epinephrine, on intraocular pressure, 50 patients admitted to hospital for cataract surgery were selected at random. By applanation tonometry the tension of each eye was measured when the patient was placed on the operating table and 4 minutes after the retrobulbar injection. The decrease in intraocular pressure 4 minutes after the injection was not significant, clinically or statistically, and probably resulted from relaxation of the extraocular muscles.